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New district representative selected
Brentwood attorney Brandon Bass has been named the new District 11
Representative to the YLD Board. He takes over for John Clark, who
recently moved out of the district -- though Clark will continue to
serve on the board as vice chair of the Mock Trial Committee. Bass is
an attorney with Day & Blair PC, where he practices in the areas of
products liability, medical malpractice and trucking lawsuits. He
serves on the board of governors for the Tennessee Association for
Justice, on the board of governors of the American Association for
Justice's New Lawyers Division and as a member of the John Marshall
American Inn of Court in Williamson County. He also is associate editor
of the Tennessee Trial Law Report-Tort Edition, a monthly newsletter
on tort law, evidence, civil procedure and trial in Tennessee. He
earned his law degree in 2002 from the University of Tennessee
College of Law. District 11 serves lawyers in Bedford, Giles, Hickman,
Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, Marshall, Maury, Moore, Perry, Wayne and
Williamson counties. Bass may be reached at bbass@dayblair.com or
(615) 742-4880.

2010 Law Day theme set 
The American Bar Association has set the theme for Law Day 2010.
The topic, "Enduring Traditions, Emerging Challenges," will provide an
opportunity for lawyers and the public to consider how society can
honor long-standing traditions in the law while successfully dealing
with new issues and situations that challenge established patterns of
behavior. As we enter the second decade of the 21st Century, society
is experiencing dramatic change: economic markets are becoming
global, transactions require cultural understanding and adaptation,
populations are more mobile, and communication technologies erase
miles and time zones. Pressing issues such as human rights, criminal
justice, intellectual property, dispute resolution, human migration and
environmental regulation challenge conventional ways of responding.
The theme suggests that adapting to these conditions may require us
to become knowledgeable of other legal systems, acquire new cultural
understandings, alter our practices or even alter our laws. But it
warns against discarding core legal principles that have endured the
test of time, challenging leaders to embrace "enduring traditions"
while remaining open to new paradigms.

More than just a day in May, Law Day 2010 is designed to generate
thoughtful reflection, meaningful conversation and some really
creative art and essay depictions that will have a lasting impact on
society and the legal profession. Learn more about Law Day 2010 or
sign up for a planning guide at the Law Day homepage.

Mock trial coaches needed
Two Nashville area schools -- Brentwood High School and David
Lipscomb High School -- are looking for attorney coaches to help their
mock trial teams. Lawyers interested in volunteering should contact
TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at sshrader@tnbar.org or (615) 383-
7421.

Local bar leaders elected
The Knoxville and Memphis Bar Associations elected new officers,
including new YLD leaders, this month.

In Knoxville, Hillary Jones takes over as president of the Barristers
from Mike Baisley, Sonda Gifford was elected vice president, Ian
Hennessey was elected secretary/treasurer, and Katrina Atchley and
Jhasta Moore were elected members at large of the Barrister's board.
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Jones returns to the Barristers after a year-long hiatus from the bar
during which she gave birth to twin girls. She practices at the firm of
London & Amburn PC where she focuses on medical malpractice
defense. She was a member of the TBA's Leadership Law Class of 2006,
an active member of the TBA YLD and now serves as liaison to the TBA
YLD Fellows organization. She earned her law degree from the
University of Tennessee College of Law in 1998 and clerked for
Supreme Court Justice Frank F. Drowota III and then-Court of Appeals
Judge William C. Koch Jr. before joining London & Amburn. Gifford
practiced law at Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen & Carpenter PLLC
before "retiring" to stay home with three young children. She serves
the TBA YLD as District 3 Representative and as high school mock trial
coordinator in Knoxville. She earned her law degree in 2003 from the
University of Tennessee College of Law. Hennessey practices law at
London & Amburn PC. He graduated from UT Law in 2007. Atchley
practices at Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC. She has been active in
the TBA YLD and currently serves as chair of the Children's Issues
Committee. Moore works for the Knox County Public Defender. She
graduated from UT Law in 2007.

In Memphis, Kyle Wiggins assumed the office of MBA YLD president,
taking the reins from Freeman Foster. Wiggins is an associate attorney
with Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC in the Health
Services & Products group. He focuses his practice on litigation
surrounding medical malpractice defense, personal injury defense and
general civil cases. In addition to leading the YLD, Wiggins is a
member of the MBA's Leadership Forum Steering Committee and a
member of the Leo Bearman Sr. Chapter of American Inns of Court.
Also taking office was vice president/president elect Shon Johnson
with the law firm of Black McLaren Jones Ryland & Griffee PC. He
practices in the areas of medical malpractice defense, civil litigation,
fidelity and surety law and probate administration. Johnson earned a
law degree from University of Memphis in 2004. He previously served
the MBA YLD as a member of the leadership class, the House of
Delegates, YLD board and secretary/treasurer.

CASA looking for attorney board member
CASA of Northeast Tennessee is looking for an attorney to serve on its
board of directors. The organization serves Greene, Unicoi and
Washington counties. Interested lawyers should contact Stephanie
Sanders at Tennessee CASA at (423) 461-3500 or sanders@casanetn.org
for a description of the position and list of responsibilities.

Upcoming local bar events
Local bar young lawyer groups have busy agendas for the rest of 2009
and the beginning of 2010. Activities include the following:

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- The group will hold
its January meeting on the 29th at 5:15 p.m. The local mock trial
competition will be held on Feb. 20. For information about the
organization contact president Chuck Holliday at
holliday@spraginslaw.com or (731) 424-0461.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Barristers are continuing a
canned food drive competition for Second Harvest Food Bank through
Dec. 18 and are collecting Christmas gifts for working class and middle
class families through the Giving Tree program. To learn more about
these projects contact Ian Hennessey at ihennessey@latlaw.com or
(865) 637-0203. On the fourth Thursday of each month, the group
serves breakfast at the Volunteer Ministry Center and on Thursday
nights from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. basketball enthusiasts gather for a pick-
up game at the downtown YMCA. Contact Jasta Moore at
jmoore@pdknox.org for information about the breakfast and Jed
McKeehan at jcmlawy@bellsouth.com for hoops details.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The Nashville Bar Association Young
Lawyers Division will hold the local Davidson County mock trial
competition on Feb. 19 and 20 and is still looking for volunteers. The
committee chair also reports that additional committee members are
needed to help run the competition. Those who are interested should
contact Kimberly Silvus at kimberly@gideonwiseman.com or (615) 254-
0400. On Saturday, Feb. 27, the NBA YLD will host Race Judicata, an
annual 5K and 10K, at Percy Warner Park. Funds raised this year will
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benefit Renewal House, a long-term recovery community for women
with children and substance use addictions.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- With its officers
now in place, the Upper Cumberland YLA has petitioned the TBA YLD
for affiliate status on the YLD board. The YLD Board will consider the
request at its winter meting in January. To get involved in the group
contact President Philip Hatch at philip@bryantdunaway.com or (931)
526-6010.

Upcoming CLE
Web Cast Series for New Lawyers
The TBA will present a four-part web cast series each Wednesday in
January for new lawyers or those who need a refresher. All sessions
run one hour and begin at noon central/1 p.m. eastern. Here's the line
up:
Jan. 6 -- How To Be An All-Star Associate, with Danny Van Horn,
Butler, Snow, O'Mara, Stevens & Cannada
Jan. 13 -- Ten Things New Lawyers Need To Know About Starting Their
Own Practice, with Donna Green, Green Family Law Office
Jan. 20 -- Recording Time, Billing & Writing Bills Clients Will Pay, with
Bill O'Bryan, Miller & Martin
Jan. 27 -- Red Flags With New & Ending Client Relationships, with
Brian Faughnan, Adams and Reese
Register for one or all of these seminars

Demystifying the Ethics Process
On Feb. 19, a three-hour seminar providing an overview of the state
disciplinary process will be presented in Knoxville, Memphis and
Nashville. Participants will hear from attorneys representing the Board
of Professional Responsibility as well as attorneys who represent those
accused of wrongdoing. Through the use of role-playing and interactive
discussion, attendees will gain unique insight on avoiding the ethical
traps most frequently encountered by lawyers. Learn more or register
here for the Knoxville course, the
Memphis course or the Nashville course.

Social Networking Web Cast Series
The TBA YLD will present a four-part web cast series on social
networking on Wednesdays in March. Topics will include using social
networking for case development, the ethical issues associated with
using social networking to advertise legal services, the impact of social
networking on juries and creating a social networking policy for a law
office. Register for each or all of the programs:
March 3: Understanding Online Boundaries and Legal Ethics 
March 10: Social Networking in the Age of the Jury Trial
March 17: Social Networking & Lawyer Advertising
March 24: Implementing a Social Networking Policy for Your Firm

Save the Date
April 8 -- Watch for more details about a new twist on the YLD's
annual Trial Practice CLE. The six-hour program will be offered in
Knoxville and Memphis.

Questions about CLE?
For questions about TBA YLD CLE offerings around the state, feel free
to contact your regional captain. In East Tennessee, contact Chris
McCarty at cmccarty@lewisking.com. In Middle Tennessee, contact
Brian Winfrey at winfrey.brian@dol.gov. In West Tennessee, contact
captain and committee chair Stacie Winkler at
swinkler@bakerdonelson.com.
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